	Sask Rivers. Levels (
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Level 5
	Level 6
	Level 7

	Approximate. grade equivalents

(
	Gr. 1
	Gr.1


	Gr.1
	Gr.1
	Gr.1
	Gr.1
	Gr.1

	Fountas and Pinnell levels (
	A
	A
	A
	B
	C
	C/D
	D

	Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) levels (
	1
	2
	3/4
	5/6
	7/8
	9/10
	11/12

	Pearson (
	Early Emergent
	Early Emergent
	Early Emergent
	Early Emergent
	Upper Emergent
	Upper Emergent
	Upper Emergent

	CONCEPTS OF PRINT / TEXT FEATURES
	- large primary font often darker type
-exaggerated spacing between words

-wordless books

-caption or phrase
	- large primary font
- clear, well-defined spacing between words
	- large primary font
- clearly defined spacing between words

- Punctuation: period, capitals

-Usually one line of text
	- may have variation of font within text (i.e. bold or italics for emphasis)
-still primary font used

- may have some isolated text reflective of word meaning

-well defined spaces between words and lines
	- smaller standard font introduced
- spaces between words and lines less exaggerated
	- larger variation in font size
- regular spacing between words and lines but may still be exaggerated in some books
	- increased us of speech balloon

- non-fiction or informational text is mainly narrative style

	PLACEMENT / AMOUNT OF TEXT
	- books usually 8 pages in length.
- 1 line of text (0-1 word)

consistently placed on page

- text usually underneath the  illustration
	- short book (usually 8 pages)
- 3-4 words per page

- consistent placement of text on the page.
	- some books may be longer than 8 pages
- still consistent placement of text on page

- usually 1 line of text

-3-5 words on page
	- usually still one line of text but sometimes text may wrap to next line.
- placement of text on page still consistent
	- longer sentences
- may have two sentences per page

- placement beginning to vry within book


	- 2 sentences per page
- sentences may wrap to next line or over the page

- placement still fairly consistent but may vary within the book
	Increased length of book – up to 16 pages

-more text with less consistency of placement


From: Saskatchewan Rivers School Division #119

Leveling Committee, 2002

Criteria for Leveling Books Levels  >section one – levels 1-7 (3 pages)
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	Sask.Rivers levels (
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	VOCABULARY
	0-1 High

frequency sight words plus interest words per page

– vocabulary familiar to most children

- interest words very strongly supported bu illustration
	1-2 sight words on page
- words familiar to children

- sight words usually repeated in pattern
	- predictable vocabulary
- familiar content

- 2 sight words per page

- multi-syllable words begin to appear

- increased need for decoding
	- more interest words
-increase in number of high frequency words

- rhyming words introduced

- 3-4 sight words may be on each page

- contractions may be present
	- higher level interest words
- may see verb changes (tense, singular to plural)

- increased sight words

- may include prepositional phrases

- many word phonetically regular
	-more multi-syllable and compound words
- mostly decodable text and sight words
	- more sight words
- more new words in each sentence

- beginning to introduce literary language

	LANGUAGE PATTERNS/ SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	- short phrase

-often labeling the illustration


	- mostly a repeated phrase or short 3-4 word sentence
- pattern may change at the end of the book
	- complete sentences rather than phrases
- repetitive pattern with maybe 1-2 word changes

- punctuation: period and capital letters
	- beginning of sentence wrapping to new line
- pattern still very repetitive but may have two or more word changes on each page

- complete sentences of 5-8 words

- punctuation may include exclamation and question mark
	- longer sentences due to repetitive phrases
- dialogue introduced

- punctuation includes quotation marks and ellipses

- may have completely different pattern at ending
	-longer sentences
- conjunctions may join two short sentences

- sentences may wrap to next page

- wrap-around guided by natural phrasing

- language pattern still evident

- conversation may be evident
	- longer more detailed sentences
-sentence patterns can change within the story

- increased language structure paired with simple sentence structure

	STORY STRUCTURE
	- no story line – mostly labels / short phrases of familiar objects or actions
	- no set story line
- text often based on theme

- title of book is the theme
	Familiar objects and actions
- still theme-based

- no evident story line
	- familiar story line starting to be evident
	-  a simple story line
- usually only one or two characters
	- fairly predictable story line
- strong title support

- may have simple sequence of events
	- more detail in story line
- may have two or more characters

- very little title support

- may contain a simple sequence of events
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	Sask. Rivers Levels (
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	ILLUSTRATION SUPPORT
	- major feature of page

- provides direct support for text

 clear and simple illustrations
	- very strong illustration support for text
- text provides caption / support for pictures

- clear and simple illustrations
	- direct strong support for text
	- still very strong but words becoming more important
	- still strong but beginning to get more information from text.

- words becoming more important to meaning than picture
	- continued good support for text but text beginning to become more important
	- illustrations more detailed

- picture clues dominant but can no longer be relied upon for meaning

- humour is embedded in the illustrations

	SUPPORTING  READING STRATEGIES

Scaffold Instruction to teach strategies:

Before, During, and After reading.

Include strategy instruction in a balanced way

> 4 approaches: 

- Read Alouds

- Shared Reading

- Guided Reading

- Independent Reading
	Concepts of Print

- difference between picture and 

Print

- directionality (front to back, left to right…)

- voice to print matching (one spoken word with one written word
	-Using pictures to predict the story and words

- noting patterns in text

- tracking print
- can recall main idea.
- stop and think/search picture for information
	- Attending to graphophonic cues (beginning and ending sounds)

- start decoding strategies

- intro sight words

- begin to use sentence patterns to predict
	- return sweep

- introduction of phrasing a an aid in fluency

- beginning to look though the word to the end
- can recall/ retell main points
- use context for prediction of meaning

- increase sight vocabulary
	- tracking patterns can vary

- increase core of high-frequency words

- use of expression and emphasis through change of voice

- use of expression through dialogue

- use sentence syntax for predictions

- increased need for decoding strategies beyond the 1st letter

comprehension self-monitored through context clues, & begin using self-cor-rection strategies to decode
	- decoding strategies important

- use of blends, variety in vowel patterns, onset 7 rime, looking at parts of words

--notices similarities/ differences in parts of words

- builds on level 5 strategies with increased reliance/ focus on text.

- can retell story sequence / key elements

- self-correct miscues in oral reading
	- increase self-monitoring strategies

- increase use of decoding strategies

- use story sense to predict story line and aid comprehension

- “skip and return” strategy

- noting spelling patterns

- use meaning, structure and graphophonic cues together
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Criteria for Leveling Books  >section two levels 8-14 (3 pages)
	Sask Rivers Levels (
	Level 8
	Level 9
	Level 10
	Level 11
	Level 12
	Level 13
	Level 14

	Approximate grade equivalents
	Gr. 1
	Gr.1
	Gr.1
	Gr.2
	Gr.2
	Gr.2
	Gr.2

	Fountas & Pinnell levels (
	E
	E
	F
	G
	G/H
	H
	I

	Developmental Reafing Assessment (DRA) levels (
	13
	14
	15/16
	17/18
	19/20
	21/22
	23/24

	Pearson (
	Early Fluency
	Early Fluency
	Early Fluency
	Early Fluency
	Fluency
	Fluency
	Fluency

	CONCEPTS PF PRINT/ TEXT FEATURES
	- font varies in size but still quite large
	- more print on page: mostly high frequency words
	- may still have primary font but generally font is smaller
	- may have two sentences on the same line
- regular sized font usually
	- print may vary from medium to small and flexibility is needed by reader
- paragraphs are set off with some indentations

- captions in non-fiction range from single word to phrases
	- some early chapter books
- layout varies widely

- captions with phrases and/or sentences in nonfiction text

-some use of graphic organizers in non-fiction text
	- Table of Contents, glossary, index may be introduced in some on-fiction textss

	PLACEMENT/AMOUNT OF TEXT
	- longer stories, more text per page
	- increased length of books 8-16 pages
- more print but still accompanied by illustrations on every page
	- may have full page of print but uaually each page has an illustration
	- length varies but more stories are 12-16 pages.
- full page of print becoming more regular, esp. in fiction texts

- nonfiction mainly short paragraphs with illustratioins
	- variety of text placement
	- length varies but most 16-24 pages
	-most books 24 pages in length


Book Leveling Criteria con’t. 
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	Sask.Rivers Levels (
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	VOCABULARY
	-increased number of sight words per sentence
- little repetition of sight words


	- new vocabulary repeated often in text
-more unique words introduced per page but still dominated by high-frequency words
	- more new vocabulary, still repeated often throughout text
-increased literary vocabulary
	- more unfamiliar words per page, less likely to be repeated
	- more challenging  High-frequency words introduced
	- specialized vocabulary imbedded in text
	- more detailed (technical/ descriptive)

	LANGUAGE PATTERNS/ SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	- still some repetition: patterns apparent but do not dominate text
-sentences longer- some compound sentences noted

- repetition may extend over two or three pages
	- patterns may extend over two or three pages
-more compound and complex sentences
	- few patterns
-longer sentences extending over two or three lines

- more complex dialogue

- predictability through rhyme, cumulative structure

-
	-longer sentences, little pattern
- pattern may be variable or not pattern at all

- frequent use of multiple phrases in one sentence
	- increasingly complex sentence structures for effect
- may be exceptions to standards punctuation and spelling

- beginning to use idioms, similes and metaphors
	- challenging high-frequency words occur naturally in text
- prepositional phrases often at beginning of sentences

- wider use of poetic language
	- formal dialogue
- varied syntax

- multiple phrases in one sentence

- literary language and text structure

	STORY STRUCTURE
	- humour in story line
-characters more important

- increase in character development

- more complex story line throughout book

-story may develop through conversation between two or more characters
	- more inference possible in story 
- conflict/resolution introduced

- many episodes built around central plot

- details are important to story


	- stories take place over a longer period of time
- may have to two different settings

- less familiar concepts

- find out more about characters through thought and speech
- abstract themes may be introduced

- introduction of genres
	- more connected story line
- may have ‘twist’ at the end

- figurative or poetic language may appear

- abstract themes may be used

- details and literary elements key to story line

- wider variety of text features and genres
	- single event continues over several pages
- conversation over many characters

- multiple characters

- more inference required

-text with distinctive beginning, middle and end

-multiple episodes

-higher level concepts
	- well developed story structure
- inference required to predict story line

- comprehensive development of literary elements

- many new and unfamiliar concepts

- details found in text

- variety of genres


	- content of text moves away from familiar experiences
- may be repeating episodes or events

- characters in stories tend to learn and change

- events require interpretation
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	Sask Rivers Levels (
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	ILLUSTRATION SUPPORT
	- usually one illustration per page

- suggest a sequence of events

- confirm and support text and inform reader

-supports story line rather than text directly

- get information from more than one illustration (inference)

- more details
	- illustrations support the text but also contain ideas of their own

- extend and support the text and enhance plot
	- illustrations offer some support but text generates more of the meaning
	- illustrations offer some support but text generates more of the meaning

- illustrations and photographs still mostly in colour
	- mix of representations: illustrations, photos, diagrams, graphs etc. in non-fiction

- illustrations and photographs still mostly in colour
	- illustrations provide low to moderate support; helps reader understand and interpret the text
- colour and black +white used
	- pictures still appear on most pages of text
- enhances meaning and arouses interest

- inferring from pictures, photographs

	SUPPORTING

READING

STRATEGIES
	- increased self-monitoring moving towards more independent reading- integration of all cueing systems (visual, syntactic and graphophonic)
- beginning to read with fluency

- increased fluency leads to increased reading rate

- larger sight word vocabulary base

- relies less on illustrations and more on chunks of text for comprehension
	- accesses more than one reading strategy
- can retell the story, recalling important details and omitting irrelevant points

- notices conversations among char-acters and reflects diff-

ences in oral reading
	- reads with fluency and phrasing
- continues to experiment with a variety of reading strategies

- demonstrates willingness to take risks

- notices and appreciates “book language” or new forms of text

- retells figurative language in own words

- uses rhyme as a prediction strategy
- mastery of sight words
	- reads with fluency and phrasing
- demonstrates using begin-ning chunks/ syllables and analogies to problem-solve unknown word

- stories support story mapping to aid comprehension
- reader’s understanding is influenced by prior knowledge


	- reads with fluency and phrasing
- demonstrates using begin-ning chunks/ syllables and analogies to problem-solve unknown word

- reader’s understanding is influenced by prior knowledge


	- reads with fluency and phrasing
- punctuation adds meaning

- reflecting on story helps meaning

- cross-checking meaning and other cues to confirm vocabulary

- inferences to interpret illustrations

- text features (speech bubbles, illust. are part of story, add info.


	- reads with fluency and phrasing
- demonstrates using beginning chunks/ syllables and analogies to problem-solve unknown word

- textual -organization features in nonfiction add information









Criteria for Leveling Books  > section three (2 pages)- levels 15-23                                 pg.7
	Sask.Rivers Levels (
	Level 15
	Level 16
	Level 17
	Level 19
	Level 21
	Level 22
	Level 23

	Approx. grade equivalents (
	Gr.2
	Gr.2
	Gr.3
	Gr.3
	Gr.3
	Gr.4
	Gr.5

	Fountas & Pinnell levels (
	J/K
	K/L
	L/M
	M/N
	N/O
	O/P/Q/R
	S/T/U/V

	Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) levels (
	25/26
	27/28
	29/30
	31-34
	35-38
	39/40
	41-44

	CONCEPTS OF PRINT/ TEXT FEATURES
	- shorter books in this leve have more difficult vocabulary, challenging content, or more complex themes
	- paragraphs usually indented
- captions may be full page with illustrations/ photos
	- lots of text in small print with narrower word spacing
- very long stories and many picture books
	- lots of text in small print with narrower word spacing

- very long stories and picture books
	- lots of text in small print with narrower word spacing

- very long stories and picture books
	-length not as important as difficulty of text
- very long stories and picture books

- usually a table of contents, index and may have a glossary
	- extensive table of contents, index, and usually a glossary

- very long stories and picture books
- tables, graphs used to make sense of text

	PLACEMENT/ AMOUNT OF TEXT
	- 24-32 pages of text
- early chapter books of approx. 32 pages
	- early chapter books
- longer stories and picture books
	- longer chapter books; up to 64 pages with short chapters
	- chapter books approx.100 pages
- chapter length increasing
	-longer chapter books 100 to 200 pages
	-most books are long
	- sub-sections within the main topic or chapter are lengthier

	ILLUSTRATION SUPPORT
	- used to create interest, enhance meaning, convey information – at many places in the text- black+white

- added story support

- inferencing from photos 

- photos mainly + some graphs, diagrams in nonfiction
	- used to create interest, enhance meaning, convey information – at many places in the text

- texts include illustrations but readers less dependent on them
- mix of photos, graphics etc in nonfiction
	- used to create interest, enhance meaning, convey information – at fewer places in the text

- texts include illustrations but readers less dependent on them
	- complex picture books used for particular purposes rather than be the norm
- more black+ white line drawings in fiction

- more technical info included in illustrations, graphics in non-fiction texts
	- complex picture books used for particular purposes rather than be the norm

- more b+w line drawings in fiction

- more technical info included in illustrations, graphics in non-fiction texts
	- complex picture books used for particular purposes rather than be the norm

- more b+w line drawings in fiction

- more technical info included in illustrations, graphics in non-fiction texts
	- complex picture books used for particular purposes rather than be the norm

- more b+w line drawings in fiction

- much more technical info included in illustrations, graphics in non-fiction texts









Book Leveling Criteria con’t. 
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	Sask.Rivers levels (
	15
	16
	17
	19
	21
	22
	23

	VOCABULARY
	- vocabulary variety expands
- informational books may contain technical language, more difficult words
	- vocabulary variety expands

- multi-syllable and some technical words


	- vocabulary variety expands

- multi-syllable and some technical words

- vocabulary to create feeling or mood
	- vocabulary variety expands

- multi-syllable and some technical words

- vocabulary support required
- may have unfamiliar content-specific words

-words used for a range of connotative meanings
	- vocabulary is sophisticated and varied
- many more multi-syllable words 

- may have unfamiliar content-specific words


	- vocabulary is sophisticated and varied
- many more multi-syllable words

- may have unfamiliar content-specific words


	- vocabulary is sophisticated and varied
- many more multi-syllable words

- may have unfamiliar content-specific words



	LANGUAGE PATTERNS/ SENTENCE STRUCTURE
	- longer more complex sentences
- prepositional phrases
	- longer more complex sentences

- multi-phrasal sentences

-dialogue not always assigned


	- longer more complex sentences

- complex language may require interpretation


	- longer more complex sentences

- complex language may require interpretation

-may require cultural or historical context for interpretation


	- highly complex sentences may require a full range of punctuation which is important to the meaning of text
- interpretation of meaning required

-may require cultural or historical context for interpretation


	- highly complex sentences may require a full range of punctuation which is important to the meaning of text

- sophisticated language and plays on words

may require cultural or historical context for interpretation
	- highly complex sentences may require a full range of punctuation which is important to the meaning of text

- sophisticated language and plays on words

may require cultural or historical context for interpretation

	STORY STRUCTURE
	- multiple episodes related to single plot over longer time period
- great deal of dialogue in fiction
	- full range of genres
- more sophisticated plots

-characters developed throughout text

- over longer period of time

-some unusual formats
	- full range of genres

-variety of formats with many different con-ventions used to organize text & convey meaning

- subtle meanings may require interpretation/ background knowledge


	- full range of genres

- irony and whimsy is used to create interest and convey the nature of characters
	- full range of genres

- lots of personification (metaphors, similes etc.)
- subtle meanings
	- full range of genres

- literary and informational text where information is from a variety of structures/features
- texts must be comprehended on a literal and figurative level to really understand them
	- full range of genres

- increased variety/range of textual features/ structures give information

- texts must be comprehended on a literal and figurative level to really understand them
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Book Leveling Criteria > section four Levels 24-27. (5 pages)      Adapted from: Fountas & Pinell’s Leveled Books (2006)
	Sask.Rivers Levels (
	24
	25
	26
	27

	Fountas & Pinnell Levels (
	V/W
	X
	Y
	Z

	DRA Levels (
	45-50
	60
	70-80
	

	TEXT STRUCTURE
	Fiction: complex plots, many with multiple story lines

- unusual text organizations such as flashbacks

- plots with detailed episodes

-plots with subplots

some short stories with plots intertwining

Nonfiction – underlying structures – description, compare/contrast, temporal sequence, problem/ solution, cause/effect

- structures often combined in complex way

-variety in organization and topic

- some texts with several topics organized categorically
	Fiction: complex plots, many with multiple story lines

- unusual text organizations such as flashbacks

- plots with detailed episodes

-plots with subplots

some short stories with plots intertwining

Nonfiction – underlying structures – description, compare/contrast, temporal sequence, problem/ solution, cause/effect

- structures often combined in complex way

-variety in organization and topic

- some texts with several topics organized categorically
	Fiction: many texts with complex structure of adult level reading

- texts with unusual structures for presenting information (combination of different genres)

-some collections of short stories that have interrelated themes or build a single plot across the book
- Complex plots with detailed episodes multiple storylines and subplots

Nonfiction – underlying structures – description, compare/contrast, temporal sequence, problem/ solution, cause/effect

- structures often combined in complex ways

	Fiction: many texts with complex structure of adult level reading

- texts with unusual structures for presenting information (combination of different genres)

-some collections of short stories that have interrelated themes or build a single plot across book

- Complex plots with detailed episodes multiple storylines and subplots

Nonfiction – underlying structures – description, compare/contrast, temporal sequence, problem/ solution, cause/effect

- structures often combined in complex ways



	PLACEMENT/ AMOUNTOF TEXT

PLACEMENT AND AMOUNT OF TEXT con’t.
	- shorter texts (approx.24-48 pages of print)on single topics (usually non-fiction)

-chapter books 100-300 pages of print

-5-40 lines of print per page / more for fiction

- large variation among print styles and font size (related to genre)

- many texts with small font

- use of bold, larger font, or italics for emphasis or to indicate importance or level of information

- variety in print colour and 
background colour

- print and illustrations integrated in most texts, with print wrapping around picture

-some text have dense print, difficult layout 

-variety in layout of nonfiction formats (question/answer, paragraph boxes, legends…)

- many sentences continuing over several lines or to next page

- some texts in columns

- full range of punctuation

- full range of readers’ tools (glossary, headings, index, references, table of contents)


	-  shorter texts (approx.24-48 pages of print)on single topics (usually non-fiction)

-chapter books 100-300 pages of print

-5-40 lines of print per page / more for fiction

- large variation among print styles and font size (related to genre)

- many texts with small font

- use of bold, larger font, or italics for emphasis or to indicate importance or level of information

- variety in print colour and 
background colour

- print and illustrations integrated in most texts, with print wrapping
around picture

-some text have dense print, difficult layout 

-variety in layout of nonfiction formats (question/answer, paragraph boxes, legends…) often occurring on a single page spread
- many sentences continuing over several lines or to next page

- some texts in columns

- full range of punctuation

- full range of readers’ tools (glossary, headings, index, references, table of contents)


	- shorter texts (approx.24-48 pages of print)on single topics (usually non-fiction)

-chapter books 100-300 pages of print

-5-40 lines of print per page / more for fiction

- large variation among print styles and font size (related to genre)

- many texts with small font

- use of bold, larger font, or italics for emphasis or to indicate importance or level of information

- variety in print colour and 
background colour

- print and illustrations integrated
in most texts, with print wrapping

around picture

-spaces between lines varies, with some texts having dense print

- variety in layout of nonfiction formats (question/answer; paragraphs; boxes; legends; call-outs) often occurring on a single page spread

- more difficult layout of informational text with denser format

- many sentences continuing over several lines or to next page

- some texts in columns

- full range of punctuation including less common punctuation (colon, semicolon)
- full range of readers’ tools (glossary, headings, index, references, table of contents)

	- shorter texts (approx.24-48 pages of print)on single topics (usually non-fiction)

-chapter books 100-300 pages of print

-5-40 lines of print per page / more for fiction

- large variation among print styles and font size (related to genre)

- many texts with small font

- use of bold, larger font, or italics for emphasis or to indicate importance or level of 
information

- variety in print colour and background colour

- print and illustrations integrated

in most texts, with print wrapping

around picture

-spaces between lines varies, with some texts having dense print

- variety in layout of nonfiction formats (question/answer; paragraphs; boxes; legends; call-outs) often occurring on a single page spread

- more difficult layout of informational text with denser format

- many sentences continuing over several lines or to next page

- some texts in columns

full range of punctuation including less common punctuation (colon, semicolon)

- full range of readers’ tools (glossary, headings, index, references, table of contents)



	Levels (
	24
	25
	26
	27

	VOCABULARY

WORDS SENTENCE COMPLEXITY
	- many new vocabulary words that readers must derive from context or use glossaries or dictionaries

- many technical words

- many longer descriptive words – adjectives and adverbs

- words used figuratively or with unusual connotations

- words with multiple meanings within the text

- some words from languages other than English

- words used in regional dialects

- some archaic words

- many words with 3+ syllables

-many compound words

- many multisyllable proper nouns that are difficult to decode

- technical words that are difficult to decode

- words with affixes (prefixes and suffixes)

- words that are seldom used in oral language and are difficult to decode

-long multisyllable words requiring attention to roots to solve

- words that offer decoding challenges because they are archaic, come from regional dialects, or from languages other than English

-longer sentences (20+), with dialogue and embedded phrases

- sentences with nouns, verbs, or adjectives in series, divided by commas

- some  parenthetical material

- range of declarative, imperative and interrogative sentences

-complex sentences –phrases, clauses, compound
	- many new vocabulary words that readers must derive from context or use glossaries or dictionaries

- many technical words

- many longer descriptive words – adjectives and adverbs

- words used figuratively or with unusual connotations

- words with multiple meanings within the text
-words used in regional or historical dialects

- may be many archaic words

- some words in languages other than English
- words with 3+ syllables

-many compound words

- many multisyllable proper nouns that are difficult to decode

- technical words that are difficult to decode

- words with affixes (prefixes and suffixes)

- words that are seldom used in oral language and are difficult to decode

-long multisyllable words requiring attention to roots to solve

- words that offer decoding challenges because they are archaic, come from regional dialects, or from languages other than English

-some very long sentences (30+), with dialogue and embedded phrases

- sentences with nouns, verbs, or adjectives in series, divided by commas

- parenthetical material

- wide range of declarative, imperative and interrogative sentences
	- many new vocabulary words that readers must derive from context or use glossaries or dictionaries

- many technical words

- many longer descriptive words – adjectives and adverbs

- words used figuratively or with unusual connotations

- words with multiple meanings within the text

- some words from languages other than English

- words used in regional dialects

- many archaic words

- words with 3+ syllables

-many compound words

- many multisyllable proper nouns that are difficult to decode

- technical words that are difficult to decode

- words with affixes (prefixes and suffixes)

- words that are seldom used in oral language and are difficult to decode

-long multisyllable words requiring attention to roots to solve

- words that offer decoding challenges because they are archaic, come from regional dialects, or from languages other than English

-some very long sentences (30+), with dialogue and embedded phrases

- sentences with nouns, verbs, or adjectives in series, divided by commas

-compound sentences joined by semicolons

- parenthetical material

- declarative, imperative and interrogative sentences 
	- many new vocabulary words that readers must derive from context or use glossaries or dictionaries

- many technical words

- many longer descriptive words – adjectives and adverbs

- words used figuratively or with unusual connotations

- words with multiple meanings within the text

- some words from languages other than English

- words used in regional dialects

- many archaic words

- words with 3+ syllables

-many compound words

- many multisyllable proper nouns that are difficult to decode

- technical words that are difficult to decode

- words with affixes (prefixes and suffixes)

- words that are seldom used in oral language and are difficult to decode

-long multisyllable words requiring attention to roots to solve

- words that offer decoding challenges because they are archaic, come from regional dialects, or from languages other than English

some very long sentences (30+), with dialogue and embedded phrases

- sentences with nouns, verbs, or adjectives in series, divided by commas

-complex sentences with compound sentences joined by semicolons

- parenthetical material

- declarative, imperative and interrogative sentences



	Levels (
	24
	25
	26
	27

	CONTENT

THEMES/IDEAS

CONTENT

THEMES/IDEAS

Con’t.
	-heavy content load in many texts, fiction and nonfiction requiring study

-critical thinking required to judge authenticity of texts

-content supported/extended by illustrations in most informational text

-content requiring reader to take on diverse perspectives (race, language, culture)

- many texts requiring knowledge of history

- content particularly appealing to adolescents

- wide range of challenging themes that build social awareness and reveal insights into the human condition

- multiple themes may be understood in many layers

-many texts present mature societal issues important to adolescents
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- wide range of challenging themes that build social awareness and reveal insights into the human condition

- multiple themes may be understood in many layers

-many texts present mature societal issues important to adolescents
	-heavy content load in many texts, fiction and nonfiction requiring study

-critical thinking required to judge authenticity of texts

-content supported/extended by illustrations in most informational text

-content requiring reader to take on diverse perspectives (race, language, culture)

- many texts requiring knowledge of history

- content particularly appealing to adolescents

- wide range of challenging themes that build social awareness and reveal insights into the human condition

- multiple themes may be understood in many layers

-many texts present mature societal issues important to adolescents
	-heavy content load in many texts, fiction and nonfiction requiring study

-critical thinking required to judge authenticity of texts

-content supported/extended by illustrations in most informational text

-content requiring reader to take on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

- many texts requiring knowledge of history

- content particularly appealing to adolescents

- wide range of challenging themes that build social awareness and reveal insights into the human condition

- multiple themes may be understood in many layers

-many texts present mature societal issues important to adolescents

-texts that explicitly present mature issues such as sexuality, murder, abuse, nuclear war

	Levels (
	24
	25
	26
	27+

	LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES

LANGUAGE AND LITERARY FEATURES

Con’t


	- long stretches of descriptive language, important to understanding setting and characters

-some texts with archaic language

-multiple characters revealed by what they think, say, do and what others say/think about them

- Inference required to understand characters and why they change

- some texts with “heroic” or “larger than life” characters that represent the symbolic struggle of good and evil

-many texts with settings distant in time space from students’ experiences

- Fantasy requiring prior knowledge of classical motifs (i.e. quest)

- full range of literacy devices, such as flashbacks, stories within stories, symbolism and figurative language
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- many texts with archaic language
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	ILLUSTRATIONS
	Fiction: 
-most texts with no illustrations other than cover jacket

- some symbolic decorations on margins or chapter headings

Nonfiction:

-full range of graphics (maps, charts, cutaways, tables, legends, scales) requiring interpretation

- some texts with graphics that are dense and challenging

- many graphics requiring knowledge of how to use scales
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	Genres 

 Forms
	Realistic fiction, Fantasy & science fiction, Informational texts, Traditional literature including myths & legends, Biography, memoir, autobiography, Historical fiction, genre combinations (hybrids), Mysteries, Satire.

Picture books, Plays, Chapter books, Series books, Chapter books with sequels, Short stories, Diaries and logs, Photo essays


	Levels 
	24
	25
	26
	27+


Note: At the higher reading levels (above 23), the levels are ‘broader’- not as finely gradated as at the lower levels. The real value of leveling is not to move students through ‘levels’, but rather it is more for the teacher to pay attention to the features of the text that may present challenges to the reader, and focus on teaching/supporting the use of the reading strategies that the reader needs to make meaning with the text. Small group ‘guided reading’ sessions are to provide the opportunity to guide students in the use of these reading strategies. Books are selected based not only on the topic or theme, but also on the difficulty or challenges the text presents. To fit in with the class ELA unit theme, it will be necessary to acquire/select texts at a range of instructional levels on the selected theme. This does not mean that students will not read out of their instructional ‘level’: with more teacher support, students can read difficult texts and of course they may read ‘easy’ texts in independent self-selected reading. It is important to expose students to a wide range of texts with a variety of supported instruction (read-aloud/modeled, shared, guided, independent).
Pg.13
NLSD#113

Building a Community of Learners Literacy Initiative 

> Guided Reading

Leveling Systems Correlation Chart
NLSD#113 is using the Sask.Rivers S.D.#119 Levelling System (numerical identification #s 1-26)

Many of the newer commercial resources (from Nelson, Pearson, McGraw-Hill, Scholastic etc.) are using the Fountas and Pinnell (A-Z) or the DRA levels (#s 1-80).

Since schools are acquiring new leveled resources for guided reading that are not identified according to the Sask.Rivers system, the following correlation chart will need to be used to find the corresponding levels.

*This chart is only intended to be used as a guideline and starting point for leveling text. 

It is very important to also refer to the Sask.Rivers Leveling Criteria information to double check to make sure that the texts are leveled appropriately!

 A gradient of text reflects a defined continuum of characteristics related to the level of support and challenge the reader is offered. To create a continuum of text levels, teachers need to work together to analyze the supports and challenges in each text. Each text has specific features that support the reader’s use of strategies. A gradient of text is not a precise sequence of books through which all children pass and no text sequence suits every child - but efficiency requires a leveled set from which to choose. It will be necessary to look critically at the levels assigned to texts and make necessary adjustments based on teachers’ feedback. Reevaluation of assigned levels is part of the collaborative process. Expertise is built through practice.
· for more information see: Guided Reading Basics by Lori Jamison Rog (pgs. 34-38), Guided Reading: Good First Teaching For All Children (pgs.107-116) or Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3-6(pgs. 223-229)by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell, 

	Leveling Correlation Chart 

	Grade

(approximate only)
	Sask Rivers / NLSD
Levels
	Fountas 

& Pinnell  Levels
	Reading A-Z
Levels
	DRA
Levels

	1
	1
	A
	aa
	A/1

	1
	2
	A
	A
	2

	1
	3
	A
	A
	3/4

	1
	4
	B
	B
	5/6

	1
	5
	C
	C
	7/8

	1
	6
	D
	D
	9/10

	1
	7
	D
	D
	11/12

	1
	8
	E
	E
	13

	1
	9
	E
	E
	14

	1
	10
	F
	F
	15/16

	2
	11
	G
	G
	17/18

	2
	12
	G/H
	G/H
	19/20

	2
	13
	H
	H
	21/22

	2
	14
	I
	I/J
	23/24

	2
	15
	J/K
	K/L
	25/26

	2
	16
	K/L
	L/M
	27/28

	3
	17
	L/M
	M/N/O
	29/30

	3
	19
	M/N
	N/O/P/Q
	31-34

	3
	21
	N/O
	P/Q/R/S
	35-38

	4
	22
	O/P/Q/R
	R/S/T/U/V
	39/40

	5
	23
	S/T/U/V
	
	41-44

	6
	24
	V/W
	
	45-50

	7/8
	25/26
	X/Y
	
	60-70-80

	8/9
	26/27
	Y/Z+
	
	80


