Reading Running Record Symbols and Marking Conventions

	Reading Behaviour
	Marking Convention
	Example

	Accurate word reading


	√ check mark above each correctly read word
	√      √     √

The brown dog…

	Substitutions (one error if not self-corrected; record one error regardless of the number of incorrect substitutions)
	Write each word attempted above the actual word
	√     brave    √

The brown dog…

	Omission (one error)
	─── long dash
	√      ────      √
The brown dog…


	Insertion (one error)
	Λ caret in the extra word
	√     Λlittle     √
The brown dog…


	Repetition of one word 

(no error)
	R (one repetition)
R2 (two repetitions)

R3 (three repetitions)


	√        R       √
The brown dog…

	Repetition of phrase
(no error)
	R with line and arrow to the point where the reader returned to repeat
	(———— R

The brown dog…

	Self- correction
(no error)
	SC after the error to indicate corrected error

	√   brave/SC  √

The brown dog… 

	Intervention / unable to read word – word told

(one error)
	Write T above the word if you tell the student the word (after 1 5-10 second wait)
	          T

The brown dog…

	Beginning Sound (no error)

(Optional)
	Mark the sound above and a √ check if s/he follows with a correct word
	 √     b/ √     √
The brown dog…

	Appeal to teacher for help

(no error if student reads word correctly)  (optional)
	Mark A above word
	  √      A       √

The brown dog…

	Reversal of words
	Mark with a wavy line


	The brown dog.


Running Record   Errors (sometimes referred to as “miscues”)

When analyzing the running record we want to consider the kinds of cues that the student is using and which ones they are violating (ignoring). To do so we need to look at the student’s errors and self-corrections.

	Cue
	Ask yourself:
	Example:

	Meaning
of the text
	Does what the student reads make sense? Are they using meaning to figure out the word?
If it makes sense, (even though the words they actually read may be wrong), then meaning is not violated.
	The man ate the car.

This does not make sense, therefore meaning is violated and should be marked M
The man drove the car

This makes sense therefore M is not marked.

	Syntax
 grammar, sentence structure
	Is this how we talk? 

Is it possible/ appropriate in an English sentence?

If it is appropriate, then syntax is not violated. If it is not how we would normally talk, then syntax is violated.
	Throw ball here.

This is not how we speak therefore syntax is violated and should be marked S
Throw the ball here.
Grammatically correct, therefore S is not marked.

	Visual (Graphophonic)

 letter/sound, words, layout of the print
	Does what they said agree with what they saw?

If the sounds from their mouths and the symbols (letters) on the page do not match up, then the visual cues are being violated
	Student says: I see a big cat.
Text says: I see a big animal
The student said ‘cat’ instead of ‘animal’. The sounds in these words do not match up at all, therefore the visual/graphophonic cues are being violated and must be marked on the record with a V
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Tally Tips - Error and Self-corrections on Running Record Form

1. Total each line separately going across the line of text. If a line is error or self-correction free, leave the columns on the right blank.

2. An uncorrected substitution, omission or insertion counts as one error

3. Unsuccessful multiple attempts on one word count only as one error.

4. An error on a proper noun is counted only on the first error. Subsequent errors on that proper noun are coded but not tallied.

5. If a word is mispronounced due to a dialect or speech problem, it is coded but not counted as an error.

6. Repetitions are coded but are not errors.

7. Long waits may be coded but are not errors (W)

8. Sounding the first letter may be coded but does not count as an error if the word is subsequently read correctly.

9. “Try that again” = 1 error.

10.  Teacher tells word = 1 error.

11. Appeal that is not corrected = 1 error.

12. Self-corrections are not errors, even after an appeal. They are not included in the error column.

13. Contractions count as one error (i.e: “I am” read as “I’m” or reverse)

14. Each insertion counts as an error (there could possibly be more errors than word in text!)

15. Skipped line = each word counts as an error.

16. Skipped page – subtract the number of words on that page but do not count as an error.
17. Incomplete or unsatisfactory retelling must be factored into overall assessment mark (possible to score high accuracy, but have little comprehension of what has been read (no understanding = no reading)
