Suggested Prompts for Assessment of Comprehension of Factual Texts
(only use prompts if necessary – after allowing adequate wait time for response)
KEY IDEAS

- What is this book/text about?


- What is the author telling us about ___?


- Can you describe _____?


- What are the main points he/she told us about ___?


- What are the most important facts you read about ____?

SEQUENCE


- What did you learn first... then... after that?


- What was the next thing you learned about?


- What did you learn before that / earlier?

VOCABULARY


- What are important words about ___ in this book/text?


- What are some special words the author uses to tell us about ___?

DETAILS


- What else did you learn about ___?


- Explain ___ a bit more?


- What else? Why?


- if... then...but... so that... then...so...

TEXT FEATURES


- What is this? (table, chart, graph, diagram, photograph, map etc...)


- What did you learn from this ___ ?


- Why is this ___ in this book/text?


- What does this tell us?


- Is this important?

OVERALL


- Pretend I don’t know about this book/text and tell me about it in your own words


- What would you tell your friend (little sister/brother, Mom/Dad/Grandma) 
about this book/text?

 
- How would you explain what this book is about to someone who hasn’t read it 
yet?
