GUIDELINES for using the NLSD #113 Reading Assessment

(Running Record and Comprehension Assessment Form)


All staff involved in reading assessment should review the following guidelines.
*assessments should only be administered by school staff

>> Note: The NLSD Emergent Literacy Assessment should be administered to students entering grade 1 to determine readiness for level 1 guided reading.
PURPOSE: 
· To guide instruction – Assessment FOR Learning. 
· Data collected through the running record and comprehension assessment should be used to guide instruction. It can help the teacher decide what reading strategies need to be taught and also provides evidence of learning.
INSTRUCTION:

· Teaching how to retell is an important part of class instruction through Read Alouds (modeling) and Shared Reading & Writing. Retelling activities can also be part of post-reading assignments. 
· Students must be taught how to retell before they can be expected to retell for assessment! Retelling should be taught early in the year before Guided Reading is fully up and running in the classroom (as routines and expectations are being introduced/ reinforced). Retelling should also be reinforced in other subject areas throughout the year.
· See ELA Curriculum Guide gr.1-5 pg.236 (2002), or Guided Reading Basics pg.125 (Lori Rog 2003), or Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All Students pg.79 (I. Fountas & G.S. Pinnell, 1996) or The Power of Retelling: Developmental Steps for Building Comprehension (Benson & Cummins, ISBN 0-322-01541-3). 

GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS:

· Use of a graphic organizer for retelling is beneficial for instruction and for assessment. A “Non Fiction Retelling web” for informational texts and a “Shape-GO!-map” for fiction texts are recommended for both instruction and assessment (see templates attached)

· As a teaching tool use the organizers to guide the discussion about the text during guided reading lessons (teachers guide students in compiling the information). The teacher and students refer to the completed graphic organizer in discussing and retelling.
· As an assessment tool the student is given a blank copy of the graphic organizer. The student uses the blank as a “visual cue” for retelling.

COMPLETING THE ASSESSMENT:
The reading assessment form has 2 sides:

Side #1 (front) of the form is the “Running Record” (Miscue Analysis)
Side #2 (back) of the form is the Comprehension Assessment
· The reading assessment should be completed after the student has read the text ONE TIME in a guided reading lesson. This ensures that the text is “moderately familiar”. Explore the whole text in the student’s guided reading group before using it for assessment. 
· For novels or chapter books, it is important for students to read the whole story. The oral reading record can be done on a section of text from any part of the book. The comprehension assessment needs to be done on the book as a whole.

· Ensure the student is not able to see any of the notes and marks you are making during the assessment. If a student is aware of the teacher’s notations, it interferes with assessing what the student can do independently. If the student can see what the teacher is writing it may act as a prompt for the student to change their response. 
STEP ONE:

· Complete the oral reading record (side 1)

· Observe reading behaviours and check all items that apply.

· Record any anecdotal observations 

STEP TWO:

· Complete the comprehension assessment (side 2)

· LEVELS 1-8: Students are only expected to respond to the first three items of Part A: Retelling – (characters, main events, sequence) for a maximum score of 6 points. 
· Note: Emergent level books (levels 1-3) usually do not have enough details in the text to describe the main ideas etc.- but often the students can determine the main idea/topic of the book / infer information from the illustrations (students get the main idea from both the illustration, text and discussion surrounding the books). 

· For levels 1-8, it is up to the teacher to decide whether or not to use the comprehension questions based on the particular text and the student (students at instructional levels 6-8 may benefit from the practice!). 

· LEVELS 9 and higher: Students in are required to complete all parts of Part A: Retelling for a maximum score of 12 points, as well as complete Part B: Questions to check for Understanding for a maximum score of 6 points. Total possible = 18pts. 
· Provide the student with the blank graphic organizer and ask them to “Tell me what this story/text is about”. Let them retell as much as possible without prompting. Mark what they have included and give them the scores in the “U” column for ‘unprompted”. Then go back through the categories on Part A of the comprehension assessment, and prompt for any areas they’ve missed. Mark what they have included in the “P” column for prompted, but give them half points because it was done with assistance.
· In nonfiction text provide a copy of the text only for retelling for text features. Select a couple of text features and have the students: 

1. identify the feature and 

2. explain the purpose/content (i.e. “this is a caption that says this picture is of a chick hatching from an egg”). 

· Part B: Questions to Check for Understanding - The teacher’s question or prompt is written in the space provided on the form. The student’s response is then recorded (by the teacher), in the space below the given question or prompt. Ask one question for each type (1 literal, 1 inferential, 1 critical question). Students may receive up to 2 marks for each question. 


2 points given for complete accurate answer


1 point given for partial answer


0 points for incorrect or no answer

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
· If prompts were necessary for most/all of the retelling then the student will need more instruction in how to retell, and more time at their present instructional reading level. Remember to provide adequate “wait time” for students to think and compose their answers.
· Teach students to read text features such as labels, graphs, headings, index, glossary, tables, maps, diagrams... etc. 
· Comprehension scores are tallied at the top of side 2 and recorded on the top of side 1.
PROMOTION:

· A student needs to show that texts at their current level are “easy” before moving up to the next instructional level. Easy texts are read with a high level of accuracy (at least 98%) and understanding (comprehension score of at least 83%). Once students begin to score in these areas they are demonstrating that these texts are at their independent reading level and they are ready for the next level with instruction/guidance.

· Students must demonstrate these levels of proficiency on at least 3 texts (a mix of fiction and nonfiction) at their current level as well as fluent reading (good pace, phrasing, and intonation/expression). That means they need at least a 98% accuracy rate on side 1 and .at least 83% from side 2 on 3 different texts to advance to the next level.
· Students may need to participate in several Guided Reading lessons with a variety of texts at a level before they can demonstrate these levels of proficiency. 

· Assessments should be done regularly (but not on every text) to inform teachers about what instruction is necessary in modeled, shared and/or guided reading time. 

· In rare instances when a student clearly finds texts at their level very easy (scores 99-100%), only two complete assessments may be necessary (one fiction and one nonfiction). 

· Reading fluency is affected by text difficulty, genre, purpose, content, format and sentence complexity. Students need explicit instruction in, pausing, phrasing, intonation, the use of punctuation, etc. An adequate reading rate allows the reader the cognitive capacity to pay attention to comprehension. The fluency checklist on the Running Record (side 1) is an important part of the assessment since low fluency would usually indicate low comprehension. Periodically calculate the WPM (words per minute) by having the student read for exactly one minute and point to the last word he/she has read (use a timer).  Count the number of words. 
 
Fluency Formula: (WPM) = 
#of words x 60 seconds







# of seconds student read


TIPS FOR TEACHER RESOURCE PACKS:

· Place a completed copy of the graphic organizer in the Teacher Resource Package (TRP) that accompanies each set of leveled books (i.e. a zip-lock bag with copies of running records). A completed graphic organizer in the TRP helps to ensure consistency in instruction and assessment for each leveled text plus, as the graphic organizers are completed and added to the TRPs it will, over time, save on work! All staff involved in Guided Reading should also have access to blank graphic organizers to use for instruction and assessment purposes.

· It is a good idea to start collecting questions for the three categories of comprehension (literal, inferential, critical) for each text used for guided reading. The questions could be written right onto the assessment form or, they could be gathered on a separate sheet to be added to the TRP. (see attached). Then rather than trying to compose new questions each time the text is used, teachers can refer to the list of collected questions!
Shape GO! Map

Story _______________________________________

Teachers: Try a Shape GO! Map to help your students organize retellings for fiction texts.
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	Beginning 

· Represented by a triangle (3 sides)

· Usually 3 things we find out in the beginning of

    the story:

1. Setting

2. Characters

3. Problem or goal

	
	Middle 

· Represented by a rectangle (4 sides)

· Where we usually find out the events that take place in order for the character(s) to solve the problem / achieve the goal

· Teach children to generalize or summarize to approximately 4 events

	
[image: image2]
	End
· Represented by a circle

· Illustrates the idea that “what goes around,

    comes around” 

· Means we usually find out the resolution of the problem / achievement of the goal at the end of the story


See back for actual Graphic Organizer
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Text: ________________________________/_______________ Level _____

Title: ____________________________________________________ Level: __________
	Reading Comprehension

	Part B: Questions to Check for Understanding



	Literal:  in the text- direct recall (who, what, when, where etc.)
“who is in this story?... where/when did this story happen?... etc...

	

	

	

	Inferential: in your head (why, how, what if...)
“why/ what do you think...? How did... feel? What if...?” etc...

	

	

	

	Critical: personal connections (to other stories, to own experiences, to the world) 
“what part did you like best & why? Does this remind you of another story?  Did something like this happen to anyone you know? What did you learn?” etc...

	

	

	


(Collect questions and put in TRP / add to assessment forms)
End
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Non Fiction Retelling


Title: _______________________________





Detail





























Non Fiction Retelling


Title: _________________________________
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