The Northern Lights SD #113 Mathematics Steering Committee

Northern Lights SD #113 is committed to Assessment for Learning as evidenced by policy G.8.2 Student Assessment Program and The Building a Community of Learners document (April 2005). In order to sustain and perpetuate this conceptual initiative the Committee provided a number of recommendations. 
1. The maintenance of Northern Lights SD #113 Mathematics Steering Committee be ongoing and that the committee be vertically integrated in that membership will remain open to interested school division staff with varying levels of supervisory authority consisting of in-school administrators, teachers of mathematics (K-12), school based lead teachers of mathematics, Superintendents of Schools, central office consultants, Deputy Director and Director of Education. Membership will evolve according to need but shall not have less than one representative from each school with a high-school program. Steering Committee members will be assigned to sit on either the assessment committee or the resources sub-committee as required.

2. The 1995 WNCP Common Curriculum Framework for Mathematics K-9 to be adopted as an interim measure pending renewal of the Saskatchewan Curriculum by the school division in order to provide for consistency and compatibility of learning outcomes and learning resources at each grade level. (Renewal process for provincial curriculum is tentatively scheduled for 2007, subsequent to revision of the 1995 WNCP Common Curriculum Framework for Mathematics K-9 to be complete by 2006.)
3. Teachers are required to utilize divisionally approved major teaching resources. Major teaching resources are those developed by book publishing companies upon consultation with provincial education departments and that have been jointly reviewed and approved by the Western and Northern Canada Protocol Partners or those resources that have been developed by Boards of Education in accordance to provincial specifications with provincial funding support. 
4. Schools will redevelop three year plans for mathematics based on a division wide model established by the Mathematics Steering Committee as Whole.

5. No new textbook series other than those recommended by the steering committee and approved by the Board are to be purchased.
6. Only board authorized materials will be housed in the school resource collection.
7. Classroom teachers will use the same textbooks, auxiliary resources evaluations, reporting format and year-plan throughout the school division.

8. The division will pilot and implement a Board approved web-based student achievement recording and reporting system that incorporates subject specific curriculum outcomes. 

9. A series of mathematics assessment items will be developed for classroom use and for year end assessment on a division - wide basis.

10. Professional development of long term teachers shall be ongoing rather than limited to “one-time” provincial curricular initiatives. Professional development will be reviewed both at the school level and by the math steering committee and recommendations will be made to the Director.
11. Teachers of mathematics teachers will maintain membership in the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and the Special Subject Council, Saskatchewan Math Teacher’s Society.
12. Teacher release time shall be provided for planning with in-school administrators; and networking within the school, community and the division.

13. Northern Lights SD #113 schools will participate in Saskatchewan Learning’s Mathematics Assessment for Learning. School staffs review results, disseminate the information to parents, teachers and students and develop strategies for improvement in areas of weakness where required.

14. The resources sub-committee of the Mathematics Steering Committee statement of recommended print materials and manipulatives including cost estimates and ordering information for school mathematics programs listed and described on a grade by grade basis in “Building a Community of Learners Initiative” April 2005 will provide school based staff and instructional leaders guidance for mathematics instruction, learning, supervision and budgeting purposes. This statement will be reviewed from time to time as needs require.
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