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	Student
	
	Grade
	
	Date
	
	Recorder
	


Summary of pages 1 + 2:
	Comprehension Score
	%
	Error Rate
	    :
	Accuracy
	           %
	S.C. Rate
	     :











Easy       Instructional      Hard








            
       (98%-100%)     (93%-97%)     (0%-92%)

Text is:     Very Familiar    Moderately Familiar    Unfamiliar        
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	Word Count
	

	

	




	
	
	Analysis
	E
	SC

	
	
	Errors & SC
	Violated
	Used

	E
	SC
	Student / Text
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	M S V

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cueing Systems Used Effectively
· Meaning cues (semantic)

· Structural Cues (syntax)
· Visual Cues (graphophonic)



	Accuracy = (# correct ( word count) x 100                  
	Self-Correction Rate = (E + SC) ( SC
Error Rate = word count ( # of errors


	Reading Strategies Observed
	Fluency 
	Text Features (applicable to text)

	· Prior knowledge/ Personal connections

· Makes and confirms predictions

· Self-corrects/ crosschecks
	· Re-reads

· Reads on
· Chunks (finds parts they know)

· Syllables (decodes in word parts)

· Meaningful substitutions
· Visuals
· Other:________________
	· Slow, word by word 

· Some phrasing 

· Phrased and fluent 

· Intonation/expression 

· Appropriate Pace (slows down when necessary) 

· Pronunciation (knowledge of sound of words) 
	· Attends to punctuation

· Attends to title, labels, captions 

· Uses illustrations, graphs, charts

· Uses vocabulary from text
· Uses table of contents, glossary, index 
· Other: _________



	Observations/Notes/Strengths/Needs/Recommendations for Instruction:
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	Title
	
	Level
	
	Student
	
	Date
	


	Instructional Level:
	PART A
Retelling Score
	PART B
Comprehension Questions Score
	Total Comprehension Score
	Minimum needed 

to advance

	1 to 8
	___/6
	n/a
	___/6 =     %
	5/6 = 83%

	9 - 27
	___/12
	___/6
	___/18 =     %
	15/18 = 83%


PART A: Retelling/Summarization or Paraphrase (You may scribe response and attach it.)
· While the initial “Tell me what this book/story is about” is necessary, students should be able to do the 
retelling without additional prompting. 

· Use prompts when necessary, but when prompting is used, half points should be given.   

· Place the student’s score in the appropriate column:  U = Unprompted    P = Prompted


	All Levels
	U
	P
	
	Levels 9 & up
	U
	P

	1. CHARACTERS

Names main character = 1

Names other characters = 1


	
	
	
	4. SETTING

Gives place = 1 

Gives time = 1     
	
	

	2. ACTION: Recalls major events

Complete = 2 or Partial = 1 

	
	
	
	5. PROBLEM: Identifies main problem 

Complete = 2 or Partial = 1

	
	

	3. SEQUENCE of events in order
Correct = 2 or Partial = 1 

	
	
	
	6. OUTCOME 
Gives problem solution = 1 
Gives story ending = 1


	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	


PART B: Questions to Check for comprehension
	(Questions are for levels 9 & up)
	Score

	Literal:  Direct recall (who, what, when, where)
Question/prompt:

Student Response:


	/2

	Inferential:  In your head – go beyond literal meaning to what is implied (why, how, what if…) “Why do you think… happened? How did… feel? Why did ... act that way?” etc.
Question/prompt: 

Student Response:


	/2

	Critical: Personal connections (to other stories, to own experiences, to the world)

 “What part did you like best and why? Does this remind you of another story? What did you learn?” etc.

Question/prompt:

Student Response:


	/2


NLSD#113 Middle Level Reading Assessment (fiction texts)
1.
GUIDELINES for using the Running Record + Comprehension Assessment Forms

Please review the following guidelines with all staff involved in reading assessment.

Page one of the form is the “Running Record” (Miscue Analysis).

Page two of the form is the Comprehension Assessment (instructions continue on next page)

1. It is advisable that at least a portion of a running record assessment be completed for each title the student reads. With longer stories, chapter books and novels, a running record could be completed after three (spaced-apart) guided reading sessions with the text -for example at one third of the way into the text, at the two-thirds mark, and end of the text. 

2. Before moving a student up to the next instructional level they need to show that texts at their current level are “easy”. Easy texts are read with a high level of accuracy and understanding. A complete reading assessment (running record + comprehension assessment) needs to be done at least three times at each level using three different texts (both fiction & factual). Some students may require more than three assessments before the criteria are met. 

3. The running record should be completed (without the student seeing exactly what you are doing) after the student has read the selection ONE TIME. Ensure that it was a guided experience (small group instruction), not a modeled, shared or independent experience.

4. The entire running record (2 sides) need not be completed for every title, but the aim should be to complete all sections of the running record at least three times for each level that the student is on (instructional level) above level 23. -see what works for your school.
5. Comprehension assessment is very important. If the student does not comprehend, then they are not reading! The back side of the running record (2nd page) uses retelling and questions to check for comprehension at the literal, inferential and critical levels. Retelling expectations should be clearly understood (prior instruction is necessary). The retelling part should be oral.

6. Reading fluency is affected by text difficulty, content, format and sentence complexity. Proficient readers are fluent readers who build on their knowledge of the sound of language and on how punctuation works. Some students, especially ESL//D students who have less experience with the English language, may need more explicit instruction in pausing, phrasing, intonation, stress etc. Although reading rates vary, it is important to assess fluency since an adequate reading rate allows the reader to pay attention to comprehension. The fluency checklist on the Running Record form is an important part of the assessment since low fluency would usually indicate low comprehension. Periodically calculate the WPM (words per minute) by having the student read for exactly one minute and point to the last word he/she has read. You count the number of words. 


You can also use this formula: 
WPM =   #of words x 60 seconds






 # of seconds student read
The criteria for moving students up to the next level should be as follows:

· Running Record: at least 3 with an accuracy rate of at least 98%, (+ evidence of self-correction).

· Comprehension Assessment: at least 3 with a minimum score of 83% (levels 1-26+) 

· Fluency: should reflect genre & purpose. -

Guidelines ML fiction continued
NLSD Middle Level Reading Assessment








    2.
Comprehension Assessment (Page Two of Reading Assessment)
Oral Response
The purpose of using these assessment tools is to help guide instruction. The data collected through the running record and literal, inferential and critical level comprehension questions should be used to help the teacher make decisions about the focus of reading strategy instruction, and to plan accordingly.

Students reading at levels 9- 27+ are expected to respond to all of the items on Part A: Retelling- for a maximum score of 12 points, plus Part B: Questions to Check for Comprehension - for a maximum score of 6 points. 12 + 6 = 18 pts.max. Students need at least 15 points from Part A (retelling) & Part B (questions), to advance to the next level 15/18 = 83%., provided they have at least a 98% accuracy rate on the running record (pg.1) 
Part A: Retelling. (Learning Objectives addressed: recall, retell, review, summarize/paraphrase, note key ideas)
· There is space in each of the six categories of Part A for the teacher to put in the minimum information required to be considered “adequate” for each text. For example, the names of characters, what actions or events must be included etc. Try to obtain an unaided retelling. Don’t interrupt or ask questions for several seconds as you wait for the student to continue on his/her own. But, many students may need prompting to do a complete retelling. When prompting is used, half points should be given. Teachers place the score in the appropriate columns depending on whether or not a prompt was used (especially pertinent when there is a “borderline” score 80- 83%). If prompts were necessary for most/all of the retelling then the student may need another running record, more instruction in how to retell, or more time at their present instructional level. 
Part B: Questions to Check for Comprehension, (Learning Objectives addressed: Discusses ideas and thoughts, summarizes and paraphrases, responds personally, evaluates what was read, draws conclusions and makes judgments)
· The teacher’s question or prompt is written in the space provided on the form. The student’s response is then recorded (by the teacher), in the space below the given question or prompt, or on a separate page. Give 1 point for an attempt or partial response, and 2 points for a detailed complete response. Written response may be part of the assessment at the higher reading levels (as long as it is the response ideas that are assessed and not writing ability.)
*Comprehension scores are tallied at the top of the form, & put an “at-a-glance” summary of comprehension score + running record scores at the top of page 1

Note: At the Middle Level it is important to be discrete when doing one-on-one assessment, and to ensure the student that the purpose is to find out what reading strategies the student is using and to help him/her become a better reader. Assessment can provide positive motivation when it focuses on specific skills and strategies that the students have a chance to learn and practice, and when results are used to help students recognize the progress they are making.
* Students must be taught how to retell before they can be expected to retell for assessment! See ELA Curr.Guide gr.1-5 pg.236, or Guided Reading Basics pg.125 (Lori Rog 2003), or Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All Students pg.79 (I.Fountas & GS Pinnell, 1996)

