NLSD#113 Building a Community of Learners:
Student Motivation & Parent Involvement

55 Ideas for Community School Activities to promote literacy through student motivation, family literacy, community outreach etc. 

- compiled by the NLSD Literacy Steering Committee, March 2006. 

1. Reading achievement awards: for example- guided reading level “stars” given out in an assembly to which parents are invited.

2. Spelling Bee + spelling achievement awards or a scrabble game play-off with pizza and a sleepover

3. Read-a-thon during USSR, Stop-Drop-and Read + Candid Camera: “Caught Reading!”
4. Partner with community organizations for awards; i.e. contributions to a field trip.

5. Provide Family Literacy activities through the local public library such as the “Come Read with Me” program (SLN) – wear PJs!

6. Invite Dene or Cree guest speakers or facilitators of family literacy activities

7. Integrate the arts into family literacy activities: a sing-along with a community musician or band, karaoke contests, poetry face-offs, radio comedy or drama, puppet shows, movie or TV show reviews...

8. Scriptwriting: Turn stories into scripts to be performed (story dramas, reader’s theatre/ staged readings, puppet shows, radio or video performance). Invite guest facilitators from groups such as Sask. Native Theatre Co., to help students write and produce their own plays.

9. Invite performers such as puppeteers to put on a show for the community that are based on stories from popular authors such as Robert Munsch.
10. Use a fun character such as the “bookworm” where students cumulatively add titles and summaries of books they have read (PNLS’s Northern Reading Program).

11. Implement cross-grade “Reading Buddies” or “Reading Pals”: pair elementary students with middle-years students. 

12. Award the “Student of the Week” from each class with a pick of books, and radio announcement to recognize the award winners.

13. Involve parent/ include parent participation in homework assignments 

14. Involve parents and community in action-plan projects for social studies or health education.

15. Hold a “Story Sask” workshop involving family members (SLN)

16. PreK Backpack Program – include books and related activities in the backpacks sent home for the children to do with their parents.
17. Participate in Saskatchewan Reading Council’s “Young Writers” Program.

18. Create student authored picture books as part of high school or middle years ELA (or/Cree/Dene/FLA) and Art class, to read to primary or elementary students.

19. Rehearse and read a favourite story on the radio or over the PA system in the school.

20. Record in-class or extra-curricular literacy activities to show on the local TV channel

21. Invite Northland college students or local celebrities such as athletes, artists, elders or politicians to read aloud to the students, tell stories, help with literacy activities or homework club.

 22. Ask a local elder or person fluent in Cree or Dene to translate literacy promotion material such as the SLN “For the Love of Reading” booklet (if oral translation record for later broadcasting)
23. Ask a local elder or other fluent Cree or Dene person to talk on the radio about how families can help their children to improve their reading and succeed in school.

24. Compile collections/tubs of selections from the Children’s Choice Award books (International Reading Association list), or Willow Award books (Sask.), or Silver Birch Award books (Ont.) etc., for teachers to borrow for read-alouds. Have the students vote on their favourite book for their own school book award.

25. Hold “Baby book Showers” to give books to new parents and to get tips on how/why to read to their children – ask businesses for donations. Contact the Saskatchewan Reading council/Kewetin Nene Reading Council about their “Books for Babies” program.

26. Trade-the-Teacher: teachers switch classes and read to students. This could be one of the Northern Reading Program (PNLS) or Reading Week activities.
27.Guest Author visits: invite an author into the school/classroom to read to the students (Writer’s Guild Saskatchewan Writes Program, PNLS’s Northern Reading Program Author tour) 

28. Find the Ending: Students write a re-telling of a story but leave off the ending. The “unfinished” story I then posted in a public place (in school or out in community), and people are encouraged to go to the public library to find out the ending (or submit their own ending).

29. Distribute “Keep Books” for students to take home and share with their families. Ohio State University (25¢), or @ readinga-z.com

30. CAPS – computer Access Program: on-lne tutor, calendar project

31. Post class-average reading levels graphs to show group progress.

32. Arrange to host one of the Saskatchewan Literacy Network (SLN) training workshops in the community and invite parents to participate (www.sk.literacy.ca)
33. Contact the Saskatchewan Aboriginal Literacy Network for help with community-based literacy projects or partner with a community organization to submit a proposal to the Saskatchewan Literacy Commission.
34. Literacy Carnival – create a circuit of fun interactive literacy-based carnival games with books as prizes.

35. Book Bingo – prizes are books – parents and grandparents play.

36. Book Fair - at report card time to get parents (i.e. Scholastic)
37. Reading Room – create a quiet, comfortable nook conducive to reading for people to use (students, parents, teachers, support-workers)

38. Include literacy in the FAST program (Families and Schools Together), Parents-as Partners.

39. Include a Literacy Promotion feature in the school newsletter.

40. Celebrate Family Literacy Day on January 27th .

41. Hold a “Royal Party”: Students come dressed as Fairy-tale Kings, Queens, Knights, etc., do read-alouds or story-theatre readings of tales, biographies, poetry, ballads... Royal Reading Buddies... invite parents and community members to read to students. 
42. Have a Literacy Day around a theme related to authors or genres such as Science Fiction, Harry Potter, Dr. Seuss, Trickster Tales, Disney etc.

43. Animated Literacy Character Dress-up Day – make “sound bags” for animated literacy characters.

44. Heritage Project (Social Studies): students write and illustrate a story based on a story told to them by an Elder.

45. Continental Breakfast: Parents and other guests come and read to the students in the morning followed by a continental breakfast.

46. Students create their own cookbook of their favourite recipes – or interview local people, record directions for making various dishes and compile a cookbook out of those collected recipes. Collaborate with a community agency such as a seniors group to create a cookbook.
47. Display Reading Role Model Posters. Create Local Community Reading role Model Posters to show how reading is important for different people.

48. Exploit literacy potential of community events such as Winter Festival, Science Fairs, Arts Festivals, Ski Loppets, Fun Runs... 

49. Exploit Literacy potential of natural/climatic events such as forest fires, blizzards, storms... (i.e. narrative or expository writing: articles, newspaper reports, chart stories, illustrated books, comics / storyboards, poetry...)
50. Multicultural Celebration: Ethnic food, songs and stories from other lands.

51. Open House: to celebrate student achievement, display student work
52. Lobby local merchants to sell magazines, newspapers and books.

53. Movie Nights: show movies based on literature and provide copies of the books for people to borrow.

54. Start a “Moms & Tots” Book Exchange or Book Club 

55. Start a Summer Reading Program (see: www.readingrockets.org , www.lib.sk/sla/sumreadingprog.html, www.td-club.ca )
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